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(54) Connecting element for a stabilizing system for a human spine 

(57) An apparatus for retaining first and second ver- 
tebrae of a spinal column in a desired spatial relation* 
ship comprises first and second longitudinal members 
postoonaWe along the spinal column. A first member 
connects the first and second longitudinal members to 
the first vertebra and second member connects the first 
and second longitudinal members to the second verte- 
bra. A connector for interconnecting the first and second 
longitudinal members extends between the first and 
second longitudinal members and transverse to the first 
and second longitudinal members. The connector 
includes a band defining first and second openings 
through which the first and second longitudinal mem- 
bers are extendable. The band includes first and second 
portions movable relatively between a first position in 
which the first and second band portions damp the first 
and second longitudinal members in said first and sec- 
ond openings and a second position in which the first 
and second band portions are released from clamping 
the longitudinal members in said first and second open- 
ings. 
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